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Southeast Regional Recycling 
Partnership

Reuse and Recycling Guide 2006

January 2007

Who is SERRP?
Municipal officials from five adjacent towns:   

Foxborough, Mansfield, North Attleborough, Plainville, 
Wrentham

Represent DPW, BOH, Solid Waste Depts. 
and Volunteer Committee

Combined population is ~84,000, with 33,000 
households

Formed in 2002 to leverage small 
municipality program efforts
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Map of Region

SERRP
Region

What Has SERRP 
Accomplished?Through DEP grants and Town-sponsored efforts, 
SERRP has completed many regional initiatives:

Five Star Bin & Win Program
Business Recycling Partnership
Household Hazardous Waste Bid
Reuse and Recycling Guide
Reuse and Paper Shredding Event
Curbside Waste Ban Enforcement



3

The Road To The Reuse Guide...
Step 1: Framing the Project

Applied for FY05 DEP Grant: Goal to provide info. 
on outlets for valued materials not accepted in 
town programs
No grant awarded for project
Scaled project back to on-line version
Pooled limited funds from 5 towns
Hired college intern

The Road To The Reuse Guide...
Step 2: Hiring/Guiding College Intern

Worked <100 hours in Fall 2005
Got ideas from existing “guides”- Dedham, 
Cambridge, Concord, Reading, etc.
Researched local outlets
Evolved into A-Z resource for reuse, recycling, 
HHW
Audience would be residents and municipal staff 
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The First Draft

76 pages, 8.5” x 5.5”
booklet style with A-Z 
index and graphics

Everything from auto 
parts, building materials, 
toys, flags, sporting 
goods, rechargeable 
batteries, FreeCycle 

The Sun Chronicle Connection
The Attleboro Sun Chronicle: daily, regional newspaper 
that serves all five towns+
MO: Find a way to print, towns don't have $$
MO contacts resident/ former Sun Chronicle Editor: He 
emails current Editor
Current Editor: Good idea, but SERRP needs to “sell” to 
Advertising Department
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“Selling” the Guide, Part 1
SERRP meets with Sun Chronicle Ad. Mgr.

Could they sell ads to cover all costs?
More ads = larger document

Assign Special Editor for “TAB”= Special Section (not
part of news organization)
Creating a Special Section:

Circulation: subscribers and free weekly mail insert
Steps to Produce: Design, Printing, Inserting, 
Distribution
Time: Need 2 months

“Selling” the 
Guide, Part 2

To Potential 
Advertisers

Local businesses 
partnering with 
municipalities
Long shelf life
Great publicity at low 
cost
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Final Steps to Printing

Late December agreement to proceed
Less than two weeks to sell ads
SERRP gives advertising target list and makes initial 

contact with bigger vendors
Editorial staff very supportive: SERRP supplies content, 

photo shoot
Newspaper staff redesigns for “TAB”
Size to be determined based on # ads sold
DEP Commissioner gives letter of support

DEP Letter
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This Is Really Happening !
Newspaper agrees to print and distribute for total 
market coverage

Subscribers receive Guide on January 11
Non-subscribers receive Guide January 14
Guide is delivered to 33,000 households in same 
week

Newspaper prints additional 1,500 Guides to 
give to towns

The Final 
Cover
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The Attleboro 
Sun Chronicle 
Uses Recycled 
Paper !

Lessons Learned
Talk to neighbors served by same newspaper
Make/ utilize newspaper contacts
Lead time to get sponsors/ advertising
Inevitable typos/ errors printed
Make newspaper's job as easy as possible: will reprint 
each year
Piggy back with complementary events
Formal thank you to Publisher



9

Letter to Editor

For More Information

Kathi Mirza
Municipal Assistance Coordinator

Southeast District 2
C/o City of Taunton DPW

Phone: 508-821-9469
E-mail: macse2@comcast.net


